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No. 2025/ 3079

The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compliments
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand and has the
honor to refer to the Embassy’s Diplomatic Note No. 2025/1169, dated May
15, 2025, which informs the Ministry and other concerned Royal Thai
Government entities that the U.S. Mission in Thailand would no longer
notarize the self-sworn marriage affidavits submitted by U.S. citizens as of
August 1, 2025. The Embassy has the honor to inform the MFA that this
date is temporarily extended to allow relevant Thai offices to work with the

Embassy to identify an acceptable alternative procedure.

On September 23, 2025, Consul General Kathryn L. Flachsbart met

with Mr. Mungkorn Pratoomkaew, Director General of the Ministry’s

Consular Affairs Department, to discuss issues of consular importance,

DIPLOMATIC NOTE



including the cessation of marriage affidavits. They discussed documentary
alternatives that may be used in lieu of marriage affidavits. One possible
alternative is a standard, non-notarized letter to Thai officials downloaded
from the U.S. Mission website, which states, “This letter serves to inform
you that the Embassy has no information concerning the marital status of
the U.S. citizen presenting this letter. Please accept this letter in lieu of an
Affirmation of Marital Status as the government of the United States does
not issue any such documént." A sample is attached. This option gives
Department of Provincial Administration officials a document for the case
file affirming U.S. legal norms while creating the least burden on U.S. citizens

and their Thai partners.

The Embassy remains committed to seeking an acceptable alternative
to the current Royal Thai Government practice of requiring U.S. citizens to
execute an affidavit before a consular officer in order to marry in Thailand.
if, however, such an alternative cannot be identified, the Embassy may be

obligated to cease the practice of providing such affidavits unilaterally.
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The Embassy of the United States of America avails itself of this

opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of

Thailand the assurances of its highest consideration.

Enclosure:

As stated.

Embassy of the United States of America,

Bangkok, October 24, 2025.




